
Widow Maker’s Crafternoon
EP I S OD E 6 8  ·  C R A F T  G U I D E

Studding-Sail Bend
An old shipboard tie for making a spar fast - simple turns that hold under a steady pull.

From A. Hyatt Verrill’s Knots, Splices and Rope Work (1917) · public domain

“Round the spar, hitch and tuck - the studding-sail bend stays stuck.”

1 Turn around the spar

Pass the rope's end around the spar or yard to take your first turn.

2 Take a half-hitch

Bring the end around the standing part and tuck it to form a half-hitch, as the figure shows.

3 Lock the end

Lead the end back under the turn so the pull of the standing part pinches it fast.

4 Draw it taut

Snug everything down. It holds a spar under steady strain yet casts off readily when slack.

Practise until your fingers remember it. — Widow Maker · wmc.penguinboisoftware.com · a PenguinBoi Network show


